Joint statement on enabling circularity in the Clean Industrial
State Aid Framework
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Dear Executive Vice-President Ribera,

Dear Executive Vice-President Séjourné,

We, the undersigned coalition of circular economy trade associations, businesses, and NGOs from
across Europe, are writing to express our concerns regarding the current draft of the Clean
Industrial State Aid Framework (CISAF), and its notable omission of support for circularity
measures.

Strategic Importance of Circularity

The Clean Industrial Deal (CID) recognises that "Circularity will be a priority. It is the key to
maximising the EU's limited resources, reducing dependencies and enhancing resilience. It reduces
waste, lowers production costs, lowers CO2 emissions and creates a more sustainable industrial
model that benefits the environment and enhances economic competitiveness. The ambition of the
Clean Industrial Deal is to make the EU the world leader on circular economy by 2030."

This ambition cannot be realised without appropriate financial support mechanisms, to scale up
enabling infrastructure. By placing circularity at the core of our decarbonisation strategy, the EU
not only improves the affordability and accessibility of essential materials but also reduces
strategic dependencies as materials are reused, remanufactured, recycled, and kept within the
economy for longer.

The Case for Circularity under CISAF

While we welcome the Commission's communication for a Clean Industrial Deal (CID) and the
supporting framework provided by CISAF, we are deeply concerned that despite "Circularity and
access to materials" being explicitly identified as the fourth pillar of the CID, it has not been
afforded the same provisions within the State Aid Framework as other priority areas.

The draft CISAF contains provisions for the following types of aid measures:

Measures accelerating the rollout of renewable energy

Measures facilitating industrial decarbonisation

Measures ensuring sufficient manufacturing capacity in clean technologies

Measures to de-risk private investments in projects related to the previous three bullet
points

However, circularity measures have been omitted in this support framework, creating a significant
policy inconsistency that could hinder the sufficient availability of secondary raw materials, which
undermines the CID's stated objectives.

Our Request

We therefore respectfully urge the Commission to ensure the CISAF includes explicit provisions
for Circularity measures.

Enabling state aid for projects that boost material circularity will make Europe's industrial
production more sustainable, accelerate decarbonisation efforts, and significantly enhance
resource security. It is a natural and necessary step to support the CID's objective of increasing
material circularity up to 24% by 2030, ensuring resources remain in circulation for as long as
possible.



As Europe strives for strategic autonomy in a resource-constrained world, we must ensure that all
pillars of the Clean Industrial Deal receive equal policy and financial support. The inclusion of
Circularity under the CISAF is not merely an environmental consideration but a fundamental
economic and strategic imperative.

We remain at your disposal to discuss this matter further and look forward to your positive
response.

Yours sincerely,

Signatories:

Association of Cities and Regions for Sustainable Resource Management: https://www.acrplus.org
Borealis: https://www.borealisgroup.com

Business for a Better Tomorrow: https://www.businessforabettertomorrow.eu/
Cartonplast: https://www.cartonplast.com/en

Circular Economy for Flexible Packaging: https://www.ceflex.eu
Confederation of European Waste-to-Energy Plants: https://www.cewep.eu
Deutsche Umwelthilfe: https://www.duh.de

Environmental Coalition on Standards: https://ecostandard.org
Ecopreneur.eu: https://ecopreneur.eu

European Aluminium : https://european-aluminium.eu/

European Environmental Bureau: https://eeb.org/

European Plastics Converters: https://www.plasticsconverters.eu/
European Recycling Industries’ Confederation: https://www.euric-aisbl.eu
Faerch: https://www.faerch.com

Fair Resource Foundation: https://fairresourcefoundation.org

European Waste Management Association: https://www.fead.be

Flexible Packaging Europe: https://www.flexpack-europe.org

Metal Packaging Europe: https://www.metalpackagingeurope.org
Municipal Waste Europe: https://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu

New European Reuse Alliance: https://newreusealliance.eu

NewLoop: https://newloop.dk/

Polyolefin Circular Economy Platform: https://pcep.eu

PETCORE EUROPE: https://www.petcore-europe.org/

Plastics Europe: https://plasticseurope.org

Plastics Recyclers Europe: https://www.plasticsrecyclers.eu

Resortecs: https://resortecs.com

Re-Zip: https://www.rezip.com

Reloop: https://www.reloopplatform.org

Reusable Packaging Europe: https://rpeurope.eu/

Styrenics Circular Solutions. https://styrenics-circular-solutions.com/

Suez: https://www.suez.com/en

Sykell: https://sykell.com

TOMRA: https://www.tomra.com

T2T Alliance: the-t2t-alliance-powering-policy-for-a-textile-to-textile-future/
Zero Waste Europe: https://zerowasteeurope.eu
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